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Foreword

Muslim Women’s Research and Action Forum (MWRAF) is
pleased indeed to be associated with the publication of
S.H.M.Jameel’s new edition of Kiramaththu Ithayam. This is a timely
and positive intervention at this point of time in the Eastern Area of
Amparai devastated by the Tsunami, depressed by the two decade
long conflict and oppressed by the all pervading poverty. The
traditions and natural beauty of peasant life illustrate a calm and
pacific lifestyle so much in contrast to the violence ridden society
of today. ‘

The heart of the literary tradition of a people, are the folksongs
which unfold not only the history, but also the dynamism of life
itself. The song may be sung by one or a group and form an essential
part of the leisure life of the village. During work, then back from
a hard day’s work, relaxing on work free days or celebrating a festive
occasion, these songs echo across the village hamlets.

When one has participated actively in the singing sessions, this
book with the whole range, brings nostalgic memories that tug at
once’s heartstrings and is a reminder of what was the uncomplicated
pure simple rural life. The contribution of this book lies not only to
the literary tradition, but also is a source of solace to those who had
to leave the village and migrate to the town sans all that is at the
very pulse of life.

Writing on a personal level, my village was my world and the
folklote particularly the songs were an integral part of my life. The
committing of the oral tradition to the paper and preserving it for




posterity is for me a dream come true.

S.H.M.Jameel is a writer and a scholar of repute, but this work
is of primary importance as it has opened out a whole field of
education to the present and future generations. It is stating the
obvious to say that folklore plays a significant part in the education
ofithe young and in the preservation of the culture of a community.

The role of the ‘Kiramaththu Ithayam’ is a manifold and
indications are that one cannot halt at this publication. S.H.M.Jameel
has more to do. This excellent community illustration has to project
itself into further forms so that more could profit.

In a land like ours where many ethnic and religious communities
live, books of this nature play a significant part in extending
knowledge and working towards inter group understanding which
. could result in minimizing present tensions.

In conclusion, may Jameel be blessed by Him and inspired to
extend his work to preserve and promote culture so essential for
human relations in Sri Lanka.

Colombo
20.2.2008 Deshabandu Jezima Ismail
Former Principal,
Muslim Ladies College, Colombo.
Former Chancellor,
South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
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FOREWORD
TO THE FIRST EDITION

The Cultural Policy of our Government has clearly defined that the
indigenous cultural resurgence must be given ail encouragement to flower
into full bloom emanating the utmost scent. It is also stressed that the cultural
activities of the Coastal and Estate sectors must be developed; and the Folk
Arts be preserved for future generations.

In this respect, [ am very glad that a concerted effort has been made to
collect, analyse and publish a large number of folk songs prevalent among
the Muslims of Sri Lanka.

The Muslirn community is an integral part of Sri Lankan Nation, coexisting
with total harmony and unity with other communities for centuries. They
have contributed their share to the progress of this country.

Simultaneously, the Mulims have also preserved their identity and culoure
with dedication. Folk song is one such aspect of their cultural tradition.

These unwritten folk songs and other forms of folk-art tend to fade
away with transformation of the living pattern of the society. Therefore, it
becomes incumbent on every citizen to preserve such cultural treasures for

posterity. -

I congratulate Mr. S.H.M. Jameel for having embarked on such a
programme of ensuring a permanent record of the folk-songs of Muslims of
Sri Lanka. The assistance rendered by many others in this endeavour is also
highly commendable.

1 also appreciate that the Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural
Affairs is contributing its share towards the fulfilment of our Cultural policy
by such publications.

Lakshman Jayakody
1995.08.08 Minister of Cuitural & Religious Affairs
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Author:

Shahul Hameed Mohamed Jameel was born at Sainthamaruthu in the Eastern
Sri Lanka. He spent the major part of his life in that area which is filled with
the richness of rural life, folk-culture and traditions. This book is an analytical
commentary of the Folk-lore of the Muslims.

Mr.Jameel is an Economics Honours graduate of the University of Peradeniya.
He holds the Diploma in Education from the same University and M. A. of
the Jaffna University. He has undergone training in Educational and University
Administration at the University of Sussex in the UK. He retired from
Government Service as an Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Religious
& Cultural Affairs, having served in that Ministry for 11 years.

Being an academician, administrator and researcher, he has aut.aored and
edited 26 books ranging on subjects of education, literature, folklore, history,
religion and biography and more than 100 articles. He contributes to Radio
and Television programmes as well. He received the National Sahithya Award
for Literary Research in 1995 and Literary Research Award of the North-
East Provincial Council in the same year. He had been the Chairman of the
Muslim Fine Arts Panel of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka.
Publishers:
MWRAF —Muslim Women’s Research and Action Forum is an organization
of women, of all communities in Sri Lanka working towards development.
In this process its partnership with men is an added source of strength. The
vision of MWRAF:

* The creation of a Sri Lankan identity where there is no concept of

‘majority’ and ‘minority’ and all citizens are of equal status in a
pluralistic society where peace and harmony prevail.

‘s Equity and justice for all women in a society free of violence against
women and exploitation of women by all patriarchal structures
including the family, society, custom, religion and the State,

* A society where the rights of women are not subsumed under the
collective rights of the community and where the full potential and
creativity of women can be realized in all aspccts of development.
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