FOREWORD

1 'ves me great pleasure to write a foreword to the selected writings

IM.I.M. Mohideen. Mohideen is a renowned and committed
tivist, who has been campaigning for the rights of the Muslim
rimunity for several decades. Functioning as Chairman, Muslim
21ts Organization, Secretary General of the North East Muslim Peace
;sembly (NEMP), Managing Director, Muslim Reconstruction and
wettlement Organization and Coordinator for the Eastern Province
i il Muslim Peace Commiittee for the resolution of the ethnic conflict,
r. Mohideen’s dedication and commitment to the championing of
3 Muslim community’s grievances is well known. He holds the
stinction of having being elected as a Member of the Muslim group
rticipating in the six rounds of peace talks initiated by the UNF
vernment, to represent Muslim concerns.

aring the last five years I have had the opportunity to collaborate
t1iM.I.M Mohideen in a number of initiatives relating to the interests
/.he Muslim in the Northeast. Our cooperation started when
‘ohideen requested my assistance in obtaining funds to document
e lands and properties appropriated by the LTTE during the course
+ the civil war. The Foundation for Coexistence obtained the
rcessary funds through US. Aid and Cord Aid, Netherland. I was
‘éapressed with the single minded dedication and commitment that he
splayed throughout this work. Altogether the Muslim Rights
rganisation interviewed and documented the lands lost by Muslims
?here he interviewed over 51,000 families. The work was a
unstaking one but he succeeded in documenting with diligence.
't ‘ing the Tsunami devastation he approached me for assistance to
cord and document the loss of property and land as a result of the
sunami. I was able to obtain the assistance of Action Aid to support
13 project and once again Mohideen demonstrated his diligence and
) nmitment. As this series of essays demonstrate Mohideen has also
::n associated with negotiations with the LTTE through an
¢ :anization which was called the North Eastern Muslim Peace
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Assembly (NEMPA) where he is the current Secretary General. I
remember the concerns that he expressed to me about the plight of
the Muslim in the North East and the continued violations of the
Ceasefire Agreement. The CFA showed no respite towards the Muslims
and there were killings, harassment, intimidation, extortion and
abductions of Muslims. It was during this difficult period that Mohideen
approached me and I was pleased to facilitate the formation of NEMPA
who then negotiated with the LTTE on the reduction of violence against
Muslims. The NEMPA initiative was largely responsible for a dramatic
drop in the reduction of violence once agreements were reached with
the regional leaders of the LTTE in in Batticaloa (Karuna) and
Trincomalee.(Padhuman)

Sri Lanka has experienced the full brunt of a protracted conflict fought
between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam [LTTE] for over 2 decades. A series of peace talks have
been held, starting from the Thimpu talks in 1985 and culminating with
the recent attempts at negotiation in Oslo, in June 2006. Until the
negotiations process initiated by the UNF in 2002, Muslims were not
granted independent representation at the talks as the issues concerning
them were taken up under the broad category —issues of the Tamil
speaking people - Unfortunately however, the failure in acknowledging
the Muslims as a separate group whose grievances are different from
those of the Tamils has resulted in these issues not being addressed at
all, thus causing tremendous hardships to the Muslim community in
the North and the East.

Mohideen in his essays recounts in details the problems faced by the
Muslim community and in particular addresses the need for a power
- sharing mechanism which can empower and obtain representation for
the Muslims in the North and East. His essays are the work of a
scholar activist and will be necessary reading for all those who seek to
understand the Muslim question in Sri Lanka. Muslim— Tamil animosity
has been a phenomenon, which has been simmering since
independence, but it reached boiling point with an incident in
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Akkaraipattu in April 1985. Since this incident, the relationship between
the two communities has become extremely hostile, which has resulted
in frequent attacks on the Muslims, causing serious economic
destabilization, denial of fishing rights and non respect for religion and
culture. At times, these events have even resulted in brutal killings.
These acts of hostility culminated with the loss of property when the
LTTE forcibly evicted Muslims from their lands in October 1990,
thereby depriving them not only their homes but also their agriculture
land etc. Records indicate that nearly 93,000 acres of agriculture land
and their produce belonging to Muslims have been thus appropriated
by the LTTE, causing untold economic problems to the Muslim
community. Further the forcible eviction of Muslims from the North of
over 100,000 Muslims have been a simmering problem in the last
sixteen years.

All peaceful efforts by the Muslim leaders to voice these grievances
have not borne fruit. Due to the shortcomings in the Ceasefire
Agreement signed between the Government of Sri Lanka and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 2002, Muslim grievances were
not addressed. Therefore when the negotiations process initiated by
the UNF got under way, there was a demand for separate Muslim
representation as there was reason to hope direct negotiations would
aid the resolution of the problems faced by the Muslims. This hope
was further strengthened when the LTTE leader publicly recognized
at an international press briefing that the Muslims had legitimate
grievances and that these should be resolved along with those of the
Tamils. As a result, although a separate Muslim representation was
granted at the talks and enabling them to voice the grievances, the
issues were not discussed at length due to opposition by the LTTE on
the grounds that Tamil grievances should be prioritized as they were
the crux of the ethnic conflict. Although the establishment of the North
East Muslim Peace Assembly [NEMPA] succeeded in lessening the
animosity between the two communities somewhat, the present
situation is such that the Mushms living in the North and the East live in
fear and insecurity.
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Being an organization dedicated to the cause of promoting co existence
among different communities, the Foundation for Co- Existence [FCE]
takes great pleasure in introducing this booklet to the general public
as a thoroughly researched and well compiled document tabulating
the grievances as well as the political aspirations of the Muslim
community living in the Northern and Eastern Provinces of Sri Lanka.

Kumar Rupesinghe
Chairman,
Foundation for Co —[Existence



INTRODUCTION

The peace negotiations will centre on the extent of devolution and the
status of the Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese in the North-East. There
are considerable apprehensions with regard to what the future holds
out for the North East Muslims. Fears and apprehensions refer to the
LTTE assertion of hegemony over the economy in the North East, the
establishment of its own army, navy, police, judiciary, bank and other
provisions, suggest that the LTTE has already established a defactor
independent administration in the North East.

At the LTTE leader’s international media conference on 10th April,
2002, Dr. Anton Balasingham repeated his previous apology made
at a public meeting on behalf of the LTTE for the ethnic cleansing
of thousands of Muslims in October 1990 by the LTTE as a
“political blunder that cannot be justified”. Mr. Balasingham said:
“Let us forget and forgive the mistakes made in the past. Tamil
Elam is also the homeland of the Muslims and we have to live in
harmony and amity to promote peace and prosperity in the region.”
In the said media conference to a question, whether the LTTE
would allow Muslim participation in the peace process, Mr.
Velupillai Pirabaharan replied, “certainly we will allow Muslim
representation in the process. It is very important that the questions
of the North East Muslim people are resolved along with the
questions of the Tamil people.”

However, after the ceasefire agreement, the incident at Valachchenai
during June 2002 where the LTTE had abducted 13 Muslims and the
dead bodies of two Muslim youths killed by the LTTE were burned in
front of their parents and government security forces thus denying
them the bunal according to Muslims rites, which clearly demonstrate
the scant respect the LTTE has for the religion and culture of the
Muslims. LTTE has even put up a military camp after the cease fire
agreement in our Mosaue in the Government controlled area at
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Kurangupanchan in Kinntya which is a gross violation of the MoU
signed after the cease fire.

Although patronising remarks and promises have been made by the
LTTE, in actual practice every effort is being made to cripple and
destroy the legitimate rights of North East Muslims. It has therefore
become an absolute necessity for the Muslims in the North East to
take appropriate safeguards and guarantees to protect our lives and
areas of historical habitations.

Unfortunately the Muslim community in the North East are fractured
within a competitive party political system. The unity of purpose and
the cohesion ofits goals are currently not manifested. Young Muslims
are getting disillusioned with their political leaders and are very much
concerned about their future.

"The main reason for the present conflict between the Tamils and Muslims
in the North East 1s the undue delay in implementing the agreements
reached between the ETTE leader Pirabakaran and SLMC leader
Rauff Hakeem on 13" April 2002 and the decision at the 5** Session
ofthe peace talk held in Berlin during 7™ and 8* February 2003 for
the establishment of village level peace committees in the North East
to mediate and resolve Tamil Muslim conflicts.

GOSL & LTTE are moving into a very complicated stage of the peace
process. The new group that has been set up by the LTTE leadership
had submutted their proposal for the Intenim Self Government Authority
(ISGA) in the North-East. The North East Muslims demand for
- independent representation in future peace talks and separate Interim
Self Government Authority in the predominant Muslim areas in the
North-East. |

The resolution of the land, security, and power-sharing questions would
he of enarmonis sionificance and will estahlich the hasis for reconciliation
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between the Tamil and Muslim communities in the area of conflict -
North East. If these issues are not resolved permanent peace will
never return to the North East.

M.I.M. Mohideen 20 August 2006
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