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Marriage

dan

Registration Ordinance Amend-"

ment Comimittee has become

famous, meetings being held aII"
over the Island to consider it, |

we feel justified in giving here

the names of the gentlemen

who form that commiitee. They

are as follows:—

Mr, 8. D, Abdullah Alim.

1. L, M. Sinne Lebbe Marikar
Alim Hadgiar.

”

M.L.C.
Mr, M. L. M. H. Zaynadeen Hadgiar
M.M.C.
8. L. Mahmool Hadgiar J.P.
I.L. M. H. NMNoordeen Hadgiar
I. L. M. Abdul Caveem.

”

s M. Abdul Cader B.A. Advocite,
«  A. C.Mohimmed, Proctor,
+ N. D, H. Abdul Cader, Proctor,
8. L. Naina Marikar Hadgiar

5. L M. H. Abdul Azeez Hadgiar

N.
I. L. M. H.Mohiadven Hadgiar,
» A. L. Abdul Caream.

{.

L

D. H. Abdul Calfoor.
L

_community.

liyar
» . L. M. Meera Lebbe Marikar
, I L. M. Abdul Azeez
N.D. H. Jalaldeen Hadgiar.
The above gentlemen are, no
doubt, intelligent members of

ki
1]

| the Mohammedan community ;

still 'a Muslim corregpondent
states in the “ Ceylon Indepen-
dent ” of the 20th july that the

“intelligent Mohaminedans de-

precate compulsory registration

Hon’ble Mr. W. M. Abdul Ralunan 22d the meeting convenced by

the priests (levvais)of the New
Moor Street Mosque decided
against it.  We confess that we
are unable to helieve that any
intelligent Mohammedan, who
is acquainted with the real state
of affairs as regards the misuse
of Kaduttam, will consent to
oppuse the compulsory regis-
tration of the marriages and
divorees of the members of his
If there be any
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intelligent Mohammedan who | partisans would dowell to re-con-
dislikes compulsory registration | sider the matter in the interest of
for good reasons he would do ' their poor co-religionists- Now-
a very laudable act by placing |adays the levvais as well as
before the public those reasons, non-levvais write Kaduttams,
inasmuch as the above com- {and nothing short of a legisla-
mittee was actuated by the best ' tive enactment can effectively
of motives to take actions 1in|prevent the non-levvais from
the direction of making regis- . writing thewm. When such an

tration compulsory, and it is to
elicit such reasouns, if there be
any, that the circular has been
issued. But it would not do tosay

| enactment is made it is only
'nmatural that the levvais also
should be brought under the
control of it, and directed as to

|
I
+

as the said correspondent has ' the proper manner of keoping
stated, that compulsory regis- records of the marriages per-
tration is disliked *in couse- |formed by them A perim? of
quence of the peculiar doctrine ,nearly 20 years has elapsed
of our religion,” Where the|since the said Ordinance came
violation of tbe religious law |intooperation, and it has been
comes in must be shown in clear | found by experience that unless
terms.» As far as our limited | registration is compulsory the
knowledge of the Islamic re- | object of the Ordinance cannot
ligion and law goes there is|be fully realised.

no conflict whatever between |
them and the proposed registra- .

tion. Let it be perfectly un-
derstood that Kaduitam 1s not
required by our religious law
to make the marriage valid, and,
therefore, the writing of it is
parely a voluntary act, doue in
pursuance of a time-honoved
custom, as a proof of the mar-
viage. If religion is not concer-
ned with Kaduttam how it can
be concerned with registration,
which is only a better substitute
for Kaduitam, is beyond our
comprehension. The priests
of the New Moor Street Mosque
have defied the Ordinance of
1886 ever since it was proposed

to he enacted, and it was never .

anticipated that they would readi-
ly consent to the amendment
now proposcd, but they and their

i The We extract

Threo Stagas. from the fe-
view of Reli-

: gions the following article with
‘reference to the three stages
i through which a saleck (pilgrim)
has to pass during his spiritual
‘regeneration according to the
- Muslim philosoply (thasawwaf):
The first question relates to the
phyasical, moral and spiritnal con-
ditions of man. The Holy Quran
'obgserves this division by lkxing
three respective gmources for this
i threefold condition of man. In
- other words, it mentions three
'springs out of which these three
, conditions flow, The first of these
lin which the physical conditions
lof man take their birth, is termed
ithe wafs-i-ammdrg, which signi-
fies the uncontrollable apirit or the
gpirit prone to evil. Thus it says
inannafsal ammaerat bissooi, ie.




it i3 the characterisiic of the nafs-i-
ammedra that it inclines man to evil,
tends to lead him in iniguitons and
immoral paths and stands in the
way of his attainment of perfection
and morals. In short, man’s nature
is prone to evil and transgression
at a certain stage in his develup-
ment, and so long as he is devoid
of high moral qualities, the evil
nature j8 predominant in him, He
ia aubject to this state so long a8 he
does not walk in the light of true
wisdom and knowledge but acts in
obedience to the natural ineclina-
tions of eating, drinking, sleeping.
geiting enraged or excited, etc.,
like the lower auinals.

As soon, however, ag he frees
himsalf from the control of animal
passions, and guided by wisdom
and knowledge holds the reing of
his natural drsires and governs
them instead of being governed
by them, in short, when a trans-
formation is worked in his soul
from grossness to virtue, he then
passes the physical stage and is a
moral being in the strict sense of
the word. The source of the moral
conditions of muan is called, nafs-i-
lawwdma, or the accusing spirit
(conscience), in the terminology of
the Holy Quran. In the chapter
entitled the Resurrection we have,
vala aksimoe binnapil lawwdmo
. t.e., and I swear by the soul that
blames itself on every dereliction
of duty or on the slightest act of
disobedience, being conscions of
having offended, This is the spring
from which flows a highly moral
life, and on reaching this stage man
iz freed from Dbestiality. The
swearing by the aceusing soul indi-
cates the regard in whieh it is held.
For, the change from the disobe-
dient to the accusing soul heing a
sure sign of its improvement and
purification, makes it deserving of
approbation id the sight of God.
Lawwdma literally means one who
reproves severely and the safs
lawwime, or the accusing soul has
been go called for it upbraids a man

NOTES BY THE EDITOR.
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for the doing of an evil deed and
strongly hates unbridled passions
and bestial appetites. Its tendency,
on the other hand, is to gemerate
noble gnalities and excellent mo-
rals, to transform life so as to bring
the whole ceurse and conduct of it
to mederation, and to restrain the .
carnzl passions and sensual desires
80 a8 to keep them within due
bounds. Although, as we have
said above, the accusing son! up-
braids itself for its faults and
frailties, yet it is not the master of
its passions, nor is it powerful
| enough to practise virtue exclugive-
ly. The weakness of the flesh has
the npper hand sometimes ahd then
it stombles and falls down. Its
weakness then resembles that of a
child who does not like to fall, but
whose infirm legs are sometimes
unable to support him. Bat it does
not pergist in itg fauit, every@ilu re
bringing only fresh repregch to
the mind, In ghott, at this stage
the soul im anxious to attain all
excellent moralg, and revolts against
disobediener which iathe character-
istic of the first or the animaul stage,
bat does, notwithstanding its yearn-
ing after virtue, sometimes deviate
from the line of duty.

The third or the last atage in the
onward movement of the soul is
reached on attaining te the source
of all spiritual qualities. The soul
at this stage i3 in the words of the
Holy Quran nafs muthmoyinng
or the soul at rest. Thos it says:
# 0 thou soul that art at rest and
restest fully contented with thy-
Lord, return to thy Lord, theu
being pleased with Him and He -
pleased with thee ; so enter among
my servants and enter into my
paradise.”” At this stage the soul .
is freed from all weaknessés and
frailties and braced with spiritual
strength, It -ig perfectly wunited
with God aud cannot live. without
| Him. As water flows with great
force down a slope, and, on account
of its great mass and the total ab-
sence of all obstacles, dashes down
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with an irresistable force, so does
the senl at this stage, casting off
all trammels, #@ow unrestrained
towards it Maker. It is to this that
the words of the verse quoted above f
refer. 1t is further clear from the,
words “O soul that hast found!
rest in thy Lord, return to Him
that it ie in this life and not after
death that this great tranaformation
is worked and that it /3 in this
world and not elsewhere thal an
access o paradize is granted (v L.
Again, a8 the scul has heen com-
manded to return to its Lord, (Rub
literally supporter) it is clear that
sach a soul finds its support only in
its loed. The love of God-is its
food and it drinks deep at this
fountain of life and is therefore
delivered from death. The same idea
ig expressed elsewhere in the Holy
Quran in the following words:
kad afipha  manzakkaha vakad
khba mandassahe i.e., he who has
purified his soul of the carnal
passions, ia saved and shall not
be destroyed ; bat he who gave
vent to unbridled earthly passions
is surely deppaired of life. In short,
these three states of the soul may
be called the physical, the moral.
and the spirifual atates of man. Of
thess, the physical atate, viz., that
in which man seeks to satisfy the
passions, of flesh, is the most dan-
gerous st the time of the excess
of the passions which most often’
deal a death-blow to the moral and |
spiritral states of man, and hence .
thig state has been termed the dis-
obedient spirit iz the Holy Word
of God. ;

The manner in
Death  which the law!
Registratin, with rd to!
- the del;ﬁa regis-

tration is enforced in Colombo
is causing much tirouble and
inconvenience to the Moham-
medans. We have been asked
by wany why Mohammedans

have not been appointed reg;is.-l

4

trars of births and deatts at|

NOTES BY THE

EDITOR.

Colombo, and why the benefit
of having a female doctor as
assistant registrar is not given
the residents in many wards.
It may be that the want of qua-
lified medical men among the
Mohammedans of Colombo
is the reason for confining the
offices of registrars to others
than Mohammedans, but if the
Government be so disposed as to
meet the Mohammedans in this
respect they could get some Mus-
lims from elsewhere to fill the
offices. But no good reasons
seetn to exist for not appointing
fernale assistant registrars to the
other wards than those which
are in Dr. Babapulle's charge.
Mohamnedans reside in all the
wards of the Municipality, and
in many of them the want of
female registrars cast the work
of inspecting the dead bodies
on the male registrars, who
do not hesitate to insist on

.geeing the remains of Moham-
' medan women where the quali-

fied medical attendants’ certi-
ficates are not forthcoming. To
a people who observe strict
sec}usion the idea of allowing
the bodies of their dead females
to be seen by the foreign males
is very revolting indeed, and
hence day by day the Colombo
Mohammedaus are getting  dis-
pleased with the action of the
authorities in appointing male
registrars to inspect the bodies
of their dead females and issue
death certificates. The want
of space does not allow us
to say more on the subject in the
present issue, but we shall have
to write at length in the next.
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