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Notes by the Editor.
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Under the
present sys-
tem of death
registration at Colombo the re-
gistrar does not issue the death
certificate until he has been
shown a certificale from the last
medical attendant on the de-
ceased, or in the absence of that
until he himself has seen the
dead body. In connection with
the latter practice there are two
grievanees to the Mohammedans
which have to be redressed
without loss of tine. Of them
the firsi is the delay in issuing
the death certifirates, The
religion of Islam enjoins its vot-
aries to bury their dead with
due solemnity and despatch. Be-
fore the present law came into
operation the habit of the Mus-
hims of Colombo had been, in
the case of a person died in the
evening, to make in the night
all the needful preparations for
the obsequies, and remove the
remains for burial the next
morning. Now it is not pos-

Death Registra-
tiom.

sible to do so. The registrar
would not be in his office after
5 or 5-30, the latest, in the
evening, and before 8 in the
morning. If the closest relative
of the dead who gées for the
certificate fails to be in the re-
gistrar’s office at the time the
latter comes in in the morning
he has to wait for hours before
the registrar, who is a doctor and

has been on his round to
see his npumerous patients’ -
returns, And even then it

the” man has not a certificate
from a qualified doctor the
registrar requests him to wait till
he accompanies him to his house
to inspect the corpse, and attends
to his patients. and to others
who too want death certificates
hut have brought the doctors’
certificates. This involves more
delay, and at last when the certi-
ficate is granted it is midday or
the afternoon, and the funeral
cannot take place at once for the
grave has to be prepared it being
dug after the production of the
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death certificate. Hence the cere- | forthcoming the ciuse of death
mony is deferred for the evening  an, we believe, be better ASCer-
not without relactance becaase tained from the parents or rela-
it is against our religion and  tions of the deceased than by
custom to delay the burial 0f;10°l““g at the cold body. In
the dead, arid beca:ise the delay ! ovder to save the Muslims much
entails considerable hardship on | trouble and mental pain  the

the inmates of thie house where | authorities would do well t3 ins-

the body is for they have to] truct the registrars to issue death
refrain from foodtill it has been | certificates in the case of Moham-
removed for interment, The | med_uns who donot 'have doctqrs’
second grievance, which is more | certificates, on their producing
serious than the first, is the ins- | letters fn;m recoguised Moham-
pection of the remains of the fe- | medan priests, who are to per-
raale Muslims by male registrars. | form the funeral ceremonics,
We abhor this practice, and have | testifying to the death,

to point out to the authorities the
fact that it pains the heart of
all the Mohammedans who most The Fov
earnestly desire that this prac-| Egyptlans in . o 5 b
tice should be put 2 stop to. If Eangland.  Dan Cﬁmm]t'
it isthought that the inspeetion stical d_tee in London
is necessary, though we cannog |82V & pohtlrca,- loner to some
see the necessity unless when | LgYPtian Nationalists on the
there is an out-break of epide- 26th  ultimo at the hotel

mic, let the zuthorities have fo. | Metropole. Some members of
male doctors as assistant regis- Parliament were also present,
trars in all the wards there being | *0d  MrJ M. Robertson M. P.

nmow only one female doctor

-presided, The following spee-

working 1n that capacity in one | }clhe's, I;{eli"‘?l'Ed Olzit.he (;lccaii%[‘l,
ward, and in the other wards an,z’ een reported in the Li-
mes” (J.ondon) of the following

the inspection is done by the dav:
male registrars, Of all the races 43V

inhabiting the Island the Moha- ! a\ft%li HI?I ttziasts of “The King”
and “The Khedive.”
mmedan. women alone observe ! The Chairman® proposad that of

seclusion as a sacred religious 'Ot Guest, "' He said the object of
duty. Our authorities ought to | the gathering was to promote good
kuow thatit is against the prin- { will on earth. These were the days

cip!es of justice to enforce of ‘les entenites cordiales among
inations who used to regard them-

agamst. the. MOham[}l?qa,nS! ;selves as inevitable enemies. There
woundmg their Sllsceptlbllltles, 'had lately been an enfenie cordiule
a law which evokes no comp[aint 'between England and Russia, and
from the other races becaue it is |2lthough there had been a good des!
not incompatible with their reli- |:ﬁg"gpei;‘;s;c"‘::rlhtigpt;iai;fﬁ;g&?tgzutﬁ
gious and social customs, In case E the suggestion that there ought to
the doctor's certificate is not ‘he an entenfe cordiale Letween
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England and Igypt. Anything that
helped to draw us closer together
deserved the sympathy and support
of every lover of civilisation. People |
nowadays were beginning to see that
a great deal of the bad blood and
strife of the past might have been
prevented if men bhad begun to shake
hands before guarrelling rather than
after. One of their hopes was that
that gathering might help in prevent-
ing the growth of any such friction
between England 2nd Egpyt in the
future as had had to be regreited in’
the past as between England and

Ireland and even latterly between |
England and India. Thus far the'
situation was perfectly healthy. The'
feeling of Egyptians towards this|
country was essentially one of good
will. There wes nothing in the nature j
of a deep or sincere anti-English feel- ‘
ng in Egypt. They hoped by that |
gathering to develop sympathy bet.
ween the two peoples. Egyptians
were not extremista. They were sim-
ply asking that the promises that
were made over 200 years ago and
held out in the Constitution drawn
ap by Lord Dufferin should be gra.
dually and reusonably fulfilled.
(Cheers)

Hafiz Eff. 4wad, responding in
English, said the caunse he pleaded
was that Egyptians might be allow- ’

|

ed to take their right and proper
share in the administration of their
own affairs, They hLad a Khedive!
who reigned, but did not rule. They
had Ministers, zovernors of provin-
ces, and other high officials whose
posts were mere sinecures. They
possessed neither antherity nor re- |
sponsibility. It was the British who |
ran the machine of Government in .
all its various details: and there was |
this peculiarity aud grave inconven-
ience, that the FKEnglishmen who
were in the service of the Kgyptian
Government, and who received their
salaries from such Government, tock
their orders, from, and were respon-
gible for their action to, not the
Egyptian Governmeut, but the Bri-
tish  Consul-General alone. That

200

was an ahnormal condition of affairs
which should nol be allowed to
coufinue indefinitely. It was their
belief that the time had now arrived
when, following upon the linca laid
down in Lord Dufferin’s schemen
step forward might prudently ble
taken for endowing RKgypt with
constitutional capacity. They did
not ask for power to revise treaties,
or to alter their relations, finacial
and otherwise, with European States,
They di-! not ask that they should Le
enabled to legislate where foreigners
resident in Kgyut were concerned.
AH that they agked, for the present
at least, was that they should be
enabled to legislate in matters admi-
nistrative, educational, which solely
appertrined to their own people, To
accomplish their aims they proposead
to do nothing that sheuld savour of
revolution, but to employ solely con-
stitutional methods, If it be decreed
that Egypt must fall under the
domination of a forzign Power they
preferred in their heart of hearts
that Power should be KEngland, But
they appealed to the British nation
to aid them in realizing what they
belived to be their reagsonable aspir
ations. (Cheers,)

Sheikh Ali Bey Yuassef, who also-
regponded, said the English occupa-
tion of Egypt tock place under ab-
normal circumstances, and it was
never intended by the authors of
the «ccupation that Egypt should
become a Rritish colony. He felt
assured that if at any time the oc-
cupation should cease, in accordance
with the pledges origivally given,
England would find in Egypt 2
grateful  ally and a loyal partner
in the country over which their
united flags waved. The Egyptians
were putling forward certain de-
mands, and it would, in his view,
exhibit England in a noble light
before the whole world were she to
accedz to them.If they were asking
that education should be rendere:
free to the whole nation, it was
because they kaew that was the only
means of elevatiag the masses. If they
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asked that the system of higher edu-
cation be rendered more thorangh
than at present, it showed the level
to which the educated clasges in

Egypt had already attained. And if |

they asked that all knowledge should
be imparted in their native tongue,
it was because they &new that a
nation could not take its rightful
share in the advancement of science
save under such conditions  If they
asked that Egzyptians who were
competent for (Government employ
ghould be preferred to aliensg, they
were only vin lizatinga just claim,
And if they asked that the Legi-
slative Council and General Assem-
bly should he enndowed with legisla-
tive powers, it was because legislation
in an alien garb could never he
wholly satiefactory to a people
whose mnational conscience was
awakening. Futhermore, if they
asked that criminal cagses in which
Euaropeans were charged chould be
transferred frony the Consular Courts
to the mixed tribunals, it was be-
cange it wap the pimpler course.
These were the principal demands
prescribed by the General Assembly
which was rerently convened,

Our new
Governor,
Sir Henry
McCallum, has arrived, and as
sumed the administration of this
Island. Fiom all we have
learned of His Excellency we
have reason to believe that Sir
Henry will give universal satiss
faction to the inhabitantsof Cey-
Ion, over whose destinies His
Majesty has been plensed to
send him to preside. We offer
to Sir Henry and Lady Mec
Callum and their children our
beaity and sincere welcome,
and congratulate ourselves on
having as our Governor a per-

gur New Gover-
nor.

son of Sir Henry McCallam’s|

NOTES BY THE

EDITOR.

ability and sterling qualities.
We echo the eulogium bestow-
ed on His [Excellency by our
local contemporaries, and parti-
cipate in the hope entertained
by them as to the benefit the
Colony would derive from his
administration. The Moham-
medans of Ceylon, who form
a very important section of the
community of the Island, firmly
believe that their interests will
be as safe at Hiz Excellency’s
hands as they were at those
of his predecessors. Their im-
portance lies not in their having
amongst them high Governinent
officials, nor in giving to the
clerical service uumerous mem-
bers of their community, but it
eongists in their being an indus~
trious, and a commeercial, conten-
ted ard peaceful race. Their de-
meanour has always given satis-
faction to their British ralers,
whe never had an occasion to
speak otherwise than highly and
with appreciation of the Muslims
of Ceylon. They are always
loyal to their rulers, and Sir
Henry woud have no reason to
disapprove their conduct with
respect to the measures which he
might adopt for the ameliorati-
on of the people of this Colony.
There are sonmre matters per-
taining to the Mohammedan
community, which have to
receive His Exellency’s kind
and careful attention, and they
will, we believe, be brought to
the notice of His Excellency i
due course through our reprsent-
ative i1n Council,

L ANC R
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