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We re- We con-
The Late Mr. produce The New WMember op ¢ late
M. L. M. Zaynudin. in this Municio'z:lht;ouncil Mr. N. 1L
number: Goll'nmbo. * M. Abdul
the portrait of the late Mr. M.~ Cadenr,

L, M. Zavuudin whose uutimely
death ocenrred last nontl. It
was with extreme regret that
we learned of his demise, be-
canse be was one of the few |
gentlemen wlio were coinpetent '

| a

among the members of the Mo-

hammedan  community, to  be

called upon to il respectable

positions in public life. He!
was not. as saild by the Mavor
the other day, a man of many
words, but nevertheless he was
keen and intelligent cnough to
protect the interest of his consti-
tents in the Manicipal Coun-
cil of Colombo, while represent-
ing therein the DUettali Ward,
for & period of abont eichit vears.
His kindness and .nmrduht\ bl
endeared b fo - many who
had corue in confact with him,
in the conrse of their husiness,
and all of them, we st wiil
denlore the Late whicl snatched
Lty from his dear ones in the !
prime of lifte.  We refer to

wr Zaynudin®s death in om'i
Tamnl colummnsat length,

ik,

Cmedans of Colonibo,
ostatesd hy Me, Pieris on tle

Proctor,on his election as a mem-
ber of the Municipal Council,
Colorabo, to represent the Pettalt

© Ward, which is one of the most

mportant wards in the Munici-
p,llit,\' He belongs, as said by
Mr. James Dieris, while pro-
posing his name for election, to

highly respected family in
1i10 T".Io}nmmeddn community
of Colombo, and is liked, for
his good qualities, by the Mus-
lims as well as the nou-Mus-
He is o member of the
learned profession. and has the
distinction of leing the first
lawyer among  the  Moham-
who, as

oceasion, had so long  been
thinking only of making noney.
Money is, no doubt, a very im-
portant factor, but our co-reli-
aionists should not forget that

b1t 18 only the means and not

the end. We trast that the
words of Mr. Pieris to the ef-
fect that it was very necessary
that Mohammed:ns should have
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education would leave a lasting | letter addressed by Monstafa Kamel
impression on the mind of the Pasha to Sir Henry Campbell-Ban-
Mohammedan gentlemen who|"*Ton%

were present at the Municipal| The date is historic—the 14th of

. N 1o | September just 2 hundred years
Ofice when Mr. Pieris was ago saw the departure of the British

speaking. The Mohammedang traops from Egypt; the 14th of Sep-
of Ceylon are apparently enter-: tember, twentyfive years ago,saw
taining the mistaken idea thawthenrtrumphant entrance into Cairo.

wealth alone would sufﬁce,‘f He can recall the repeated pro-
hence the lamentable exhibition ' mises of evacuation again and again

of contempt for education andie€nunciated in ihe most deliberate

o : faghion by British Prime Ministers
the educated, noted a(ﬁrt‘nem‘“-win the face of the civilised world.

3m0[]g them. Ollr CO-r@ligiGniStS} When (if ever), he asks are those
ought to have perceived by this| promises going to be fulfilled? He
time that it is not their weaith, | can announce (with unhappy truth)

: imit.jthat the deplorable incident of
but the education, though limit | Denshawai hia made more for the

ed, that is in their community! development of Egyptian Nationa-
now, that secures honor for the‘ lism than all the efforts of unaidedl

comumunity, and makes its rights | patriotism.

and privileges respected. Ifi It may safely be asserted, indeed,
they have not perceived it yet, thata few more Denshawais scat-

| . o
; - . tered over the Imperial dominion
soouer they Jearn it l:"at‘-istel'[\\r()uld bring the g'hole fabrie of

Wealth was in the communityaEmpire tumbling to the ground.

heretofore. as it is now, "‘_“d the, “(food government ean never replace
retrogression of the Muslims of | gelf govenment” isa Liberal muxim
Ceylon had for its cause the which this patriot does well to recall
want of education, and not uf‘ to the minde of English Liberals,

wealth, Toour knowledge there; No free nation can consent to

i i )
are sume young educated Mus- the permanent establishment of a

lims, in families not reputed to | benevolent despotism over a subject

. . ; people.
he f‘lch: l“;hofa{? COl:fldf?re% by I We proclaim the wonders of our
our wealthy folks ax destined to rale in Egypt and India, and the

he employed as menials, but secarity and comfort we have esta-
who, in case they have the re- | blished amongst their common
quisite pecaniary aid, will ulei- ! peogles. We need _to be eoniflnuall_y
mazely prove (o be real 10q11i~‘.i- j reminded that this role will niti-

. . . ately be judged t by its being,
tions to thetr community, ; Il:luat i; it: .Ehlizcsésn:nd irid. g

— |

i The tinal test will be its eapacity
The Egyptian 7% Daily Nm'.e,ifnr establishing amongst these
Question.  after giving a re- people a’ present under onr control
sumé of Moustafa Kamel Pasha's gome independent vigour of national
letter to Sir Henry Campbell-Ban- | life, which will maintain and
nermann, publishes the following|improve the work already ac-
eomments :— complished, when our Empire has
It is impossible for any Liberal to ] foltowed all otherempires into the
read without some sympathy the | region of dreams and memories.
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English School An appeal on [ much delight, to the members of
In Turkey. behalf of the|a Christian organization, who are
English boys living in Turkey has 8o frank as to have a8 much know-

been issned from the Manchaster
office of the British Chamber of
Commerce in that country.

A high school for English boys
has now beesn opened in Consian-
tinople, for the purpose of providing
a sound education, especial atten-
tion being paid to the study of

ledge as possible of a religion
which is not their own. But, as you

‘ought to know, the subject isa

very comprehensive one to which
justice cannot be done fully in a
short address like the opne which
I propose to give you this evening.

The real name of the religion

French and Turkish, the two lan-|whick you call Mohammedanism

guages most required in Turkey.

Mr. George Thomas, honorary
secretary of the Chamber for the

North of England, writes urging
the advantages of the school and!

adding;—* The diffienlty is that
owing to the school bhaving no
support, in the way of a subsidy
from our Government, like similar
schools for the French, German,
and other boys, the directors are
obliged tc ask all British merchants
and others who have the welfare of
their country at heart to support
the school by their subscriptions
and donations.”—The (rescent.

An Address on istam.

The following address was{
| between any of them and to God

given to the members of the
Baptist Young Men’s Society,
at their request, by Mr. I. L. M.
Abdul Azeez, President of the
Moors’ Union, and Editor of
this magazine, on the 27th

September 1907, at 5-30 p.m.

at the Baptist Mission House,
Kinsey Road, Cinnamon Gar-
dens, Colombo. 'The Rev.
Howard J. Charter, B. A. B. D.
presided on the occasion ;—
Chairman and Gentlemen,

When I received your invitation
to address you on Mochammedanism,
I naturally felt happy at being

afforded an opportunity to explain
the religion, which I believe with

is Islam, It is the religion which
was revealed by God to Adam and

)the prophets who appeared from

among his posterity. Mohammed,
who was one of those prophets, puri-
fied it of all the blemishes which he

Jfound to attach to it at his time,
tand restorel

it to its primitive

nobleness and simplicity. The

{ Maslims say in the words of the
| Koran * we follow the religion of

Abraham, the orthodox, who -was

: no idolater; we belive in God, and
,that which hath bheen sent down

|to us, and that which hath been

i sent down unto Abraham and Ismail
land Isaac, and the tribes, and that
| which was delivered unto Moses
land Jesus, and that which was
| delivered unto the propheis from
the Lord; we make no digtinetion

we are resigned.” Before [ explain
to you that simple religion of Islam
which has no dogmas whatever, I
ghall say a few words anent the life
of ite founder,

Among the Arablan people the
most important tribe was that of
the Korairh, who were descended
from Fihr, surnamed Xoraish,
which in ancient Arabic means
merchant. Abdul Muttalib, a Ko«
raighite leader, had several sons
and daoghters. Four of his sons
were famous in Arabian history.
They were Abu Talib, Abbas,
Hamza, and Abdullah. The last

named was married to a lady called
Amina, but died spon after his mar-
riage, in the twenty-fifth year of
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his age. A few days after his

death Amina gave birth at Mecca
on the 29th Augost 37U, to a scn,
who was named Mohammaed, or the
Praised one. When Moehammed

was only six years old his mother

died. Since then he was thrown on

the care of his grandfather, Abdul .
Muttalib, but that venerable chief
died about 579 A. D. confiding the

infant son of Abdullah to the charge
of Abu Talib, who succeeded him
in the patriarchate of Mecca. Mo-
hamied passed his early life in the
house of Abu Talib. He was sweet
and gentle of disposition, painfully
gengitive to human suffering, and
was much Dbeloved in his smuall
¢irele, Abv Talib was not rich
like his ancestors. and hence Mo-
bhammed's life was not free from

most generous.” This is the first
of the series of revelations that
were given to him from time to
'time. The next revelation was,
“Oh thon that art covered arige and
preach, and magnify thy Lord.
Purity thy garments, and shun
abomination, anddo not expect a
return for thy liberality, but wait
patiently for thy Lord.” Henceforth
Mohammed’s life is devoted to the
task of raising his people from
, their degradation, of making them
give up their evil ways, and of
teaching themn their duties to God
and fto their fellow beings.

His wife, Khadija, first accepted
his mussion and abandoned idolarry
Then Ali, Abu Baker, Omer, Hamza
and Osman followed. When Mo-
hammed (on whom be peace)first be-

labour. The younger members of | gan to preach the Koraish langhed at

the family had te take their turn
in tending the flocks ancd herds.
From his early youth Mohammed
was given to meditation. He tra-
velled twice into Syria with his
uncle Abu Talib, and in his twenty
fifth year married Khadija, a lady
famous in Arabian history for the
nobility of her charncter.
had chitdren. All thesens died in
infaney, but the daughters lived to
see Lhe grest events of their fathers
life. Mohammed lived quietly for
the next fifteen years, His gentle

disposition, severe purity of life,,

untlinching faithfulness, and stern
sense of duty won for him the title
of al-Amin. He was very fond
of children who flocked ronnd him
whenever he went out; and it is
said that he never passed them
without a kindly smile. He was
in the habit of spending a month
exery vear in meditation and spiri-
tnal communion in a cave in Mount
Hira, not far from Mecca, and one
night as he lay in the cave wrapped
in his mantle God spok to his soul
and said “Read in the name of thy
Lord, who hath created (all things),
who huth ereated man from a clot
of bleod. Read for thy Lord is

They |

' i, but when they fonnd him earn-
| est their animeoesity grew into perse-
leution, They began to ill-treat bim
‘and his followers, some of whom
!they tortured to death. Many of his
| disciples took refuge witha Christi-
'an King in Abyssinia, whilst others
| remained to suffer ill-treatment and
persecution by the side of their
i Teacher. On the death of Abu Talib
and Khadija, which happened short-
ly after, the Koraish redoubled their
persecutions. Hopeless now of suc-
cess among the Meccans he proceed-
ed to Thagif, but the people there
drova him from their city pelting
him with stones. He returned to
Mecea, and lived there for some time
retired from his people, preaching
occasionally, and confining his
efforts mainly to the strangers whe
came to Mecca. Thus he obtained
a few disciples among some Yathre-
bites, who came to Mecca. They
accepted his mission and took a pled-
ge that they would not worship
idols, would not steal, nor commit
any vricked act, or kill their children
or slander people. These Yathre-
bites returned to their homes, and
gpread the news that a Prophet had
arisen among the Arabs to weap
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them from their evil ways, In the
year 622 A. D. the Yathrebites sent
a deputation to invite Mohammed
to their eity. As Yathreb was a
rival city to Mecea the news of this
jnvitation and of the pledge roused
the tary of the Koraish against the
Prophet and his disciples whom
they decided to kill. Many of the
latter escaped to Yathreb. Warned
of the danger Mohammed took re-
fuge in a cave with his companion
Abu Baker, and, after remaining
there for two days, left it, and
reached Yathreb on Friday, the 2nd
of July 622. This flight is called
“Hegira,” from which dates the
Mohammedan Calendar. With great
enthusiasm the people of Yathreb
received the Prophet and his Meccan

invaded Medina with an army of
I0,000 men, whom the Muslims
opposed with 3000 men. This fight
is called “the war of the diteh” from
the trench dug around the unpro-
tected part of Medina under the
prophet’s direction. Every attempt
of the invaders to storm the city
failed, and as, fortunately for the
besieged, the elements combined
against their enemies, rain and storm
killing their horses, ana provisions
became geanty the Meccan army re-
treated and dissvlved. After this
failure, of Meccans the new religion
began to make rapid progress, and
{ribe after tribe adopted it. In the
gixth year of the Hegira Moham-
med despatched embassies to the

King of Persia, the Byzantine Em-

diseiples, and the name of their city | peror, and the Coptic King of Egypt
was changed from Yathreb to Medi- | to invite them to accept Islam.
nat-un-nabi(the city of the Prophet), | Heraclius and Macquoquis received
or shortly Medina, which name ii|the ambassadors with courtesy,
has borne ever since. A mosque was  whilst Chosroe Parvis drove the
built, where Mohammed preached  envoy from his presence with con-
his simple religion telling the people |tumely. Another messenger sent

of the glory and beneficence of God,
and ineunlcating strong moral prin-
ciples. He uboligshed all tribal dis-
tinctions, and called the inhabitants
of Medina A#nsar or Helpers, and
those of Mecca, who abandoned their
homes for the sake of their faith and
followed him Muhgfjirin orthe ex-
iles. All that time there was no law
or order in any city in Arabia. Mo-
hammed introduced order in Me-
dina. He was now not only a Teacher,
but also the Chief Mugistrate of
the people. The Meccans were an-
gered with the Medinites for shelt-
ering Mohammed and his disciples,
and a conflict between them was un-
avoidable, The first fight took place
inthe valley of Bedr, a few miles
from Medina, where the Méccans
were defeated. The second fight took
place at Ohad, which resulted in the
defeat of the Medinites. The Mec-
cans, however, retreated without
attacking the city of Medina, for
their logs was very great. In the fifth
year of the Hegira the Meccans again

)to a Christian prince subject to
Byzantium, who lived near Damas-
:cus, was cruelly murdered. The
| Koraishites perceiving the impolicy
jof warring with a man whose
power was incessantly increasing
concluded a treaty with Moham-
med for ten years, the terms of
which included that Mohammed
and his followers were at liberty
to visit Mecca as pilgrims, and to
remaip there for three days, excer-
cising their religious ritea, In
accordance with it the Piophet and
his followers visited the sacred
ghrine at Mecca towards the end
of the seventh year of the Hegira,
and the inhabitants vacated their
city 8o a8 not to come in contact with
the Muslims. After they left the
Meccans returned to their homes.
Another term of the truce was
that the Kcraish and their allies
should not attack the Muslims,
nor their allies, during the period
stipulated, but the Koraish violated
it soon after, by attacking with




290 THE “MUSLIM GUARDIAN.™
theirallies the Banu Baker the tribe | commit lar infan-
of Banu Khuza, who were under the | ticide; theycgz,%lda::};tsﬁe’r l?afl?e-
protection of and in alliance with | hood, nor speak evil of women.”
the Muelims. The injured people ' Thus was the Koranic prophecy ful-
brought their complaint to Moham- | filled : “ When arrives victory and
med and asked for justice. The | assistance from God and seest thou
reign of iniquity and oppression had "men enter in hosts the religion of
lasted long at Mecca The Prophat God, then utterthe praise of thy Lord
immediately marched 10,000 men and implore His pardon. For he
against the Mcceans. With the |[gveth to turnin mercy to those who
exception of slizht resistunce, in |geek Him." The next year, the ninth
which several Muslims were killed, ' of the Hegira, Mohammed was busy
Mohammed (on whom be peace) in receiving the embassies which
entered Mecca almost unopposed.  came from all parts of Arabia to ac-
Thus he entered the city which cept Islam, Wher the people of
had ill-treated him, as a conqueror. | Arabia came flocking to join his faith
It lay now completely at his merey,  he felt that his work was accom-
but in the hour of trinmph every | plished. The eleventh year of the

evil suffered was forgotten, every
injury inflicted was forgiven, and
a general amnesty was extented to
the population of Mecca. No house
was robbed, and no woman was
insulted, but the idols of the nation
were relentlessly destroyed. They
heard the old voice at which they
were wont to seoff and jeer:* Truth
has come and falsehood vanisheth;
verily falsehood is evanescent.” And
then dawned upon them the truth.
Having destroyed the ancient idols
and abolishing the pagan
Mohammed delivered a sermon to
the assembled people. He dwelt

rites !

by
tations?

' Hegira saw his death. On Monday,
the Nth June 632, whilst praying
earneatly in whisper, the spirit of
'the great Prophet took flight to the
blessed companionship on high.

« 80 ended,” says Ameer Ali (to
whom I am also indebted for the
|account [ have already given) “a
J]ife consecrated from first to last
to the service of God and humanity-
| Is there another to be compared to

'his, with all its trials and temp-
Is there another which

first upon the natural equality and ; hag stood the fire of the world, and

brother-hood of mankinfd, in

words of the Koran,and then ba?:le j ame oat go unscathed. The humble
*“ Descendants of Koraish, how do [
jou think I should act tewards!'®?

preacher had risen to be the ruler
f Arabia, the equal of Chosroes and

you”? *With kindness and pity | of Ceasar, the arbiter of the destinies

gracions brother and nephew ™
replied they. At these words tears
came to the eye of the Prophet, who
gaid: “I shall speak unto youn as
Joseph spoke unto his brothers. I
shall not reproach you today; God
will forgive. He is the most merci-
ul and compassionate.”” Hosts npon
hosts came, and adopted the religion
of Mohammed. 8eated on the hill
of Fafa he recived the old pledge
exacted before from the Yathre-
bites; ** They would not adore any-
.thing (except God) ; they would not

conduet,

of 2 nation. Botthe same humility
of spirit, the same nobility of soul
and purity of heart, austerity of
refinement and delicacy
of feeling, and stern devotion to
duty which had won him the title
of al-Amin combined with a severe
gense of self-examination, are ever
the distingnishing traits of his
character. ™

(7o be continued.)
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